
  

 

MUSIC 18 
Section 3 

Music Appreciation 
Spring 2010 

 
 

 
Instructor: Dr. Clay Redfield   
  Capistrano Hall 255 redfield@csus.edu  
             
Text: OnMusic Appreciation (2nd Edition).  Connect for 

Education/McGraw-Hill, 2007.  This course pack contains two CD-
ROMs with all recordings and graphics used in the course – the 
equivalent of 20 compact discs.  

 
 For technical assistance related to the CD-ROMs, call (703) 757-4815. 
 
Description:  Music Appreciation is a basic music orientation course for the 

layman.  A non-technical consideration of the various aspects of 
music literature designed to stimulate interest in all phases of music. 
The course will survey and promote an understanding of the major 
musical genres and styles of Western fine arts music from the 
Middle Ages through the 21st century. 

 
Objectives: The course will provide you with the tools for a basic understanding 

of music.  It will not make you a musician or teach you how to write 
music.  It will, however, give you the necessary background to listen, 
understand and discuss music at an educated level. The course will 
concentrate on (a) the development of an attentive style of listening, 
(b) the introduction and systematic study of the building blocks of 
music, and (c) enhancing awareness of the main musical styles of 
selected western and non-western cultures. 

 
Class Meetings: There are no class meetings for this course.  
 
Course Format: OnMusic Appreciation is offered using the resources of the World 

Wide Web.  There will be no lectures in this course. Actually, you 
will be at the opposite pole of the lecture paradigm. In this course, 
you are expected to learn concepts, solve problems, and complete 
projects independently. This will be a major component of the 
learning experience.  This is a fully paperless class. All course 
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materials, including the musical examples on CD-ROM, will be 
accessed electronically. Electronic mail (e-mail) will be the main 
source of information and interaction.  

 
 However, you must be fully conscious that despite its present state 

of sophistication, computer technology is, for many reasons, quite 
immature. Expect to encounter some hurdles along the way. Don’t 
be frustrated by them. Learn from your shortcomings and those of 
the technologies that we will be using. 

 
Evaluation: Grading  will be based on the following: 
  
 • 30 assessments 5% 
 • 4 assignments 20% 
 • 3 concert reports 15% 
 •    midterm exam 30% 
 •    final exam 30% 
 
 A = 90 - 100%, B = 80 – 89.99%, C = 70 – 79.99%, D = 60 – 69.99%,  
 F = below 60% (Example:  80-82.99 = B-, 83-86.99 = B, 87-89.99 = B+)   
 
 Because this is an on-line class, a final grade of Incomplete (I) will be 

not be considered except in cases in which the student fails to 
complete the semester due to extreme illness or trauma. 

 
Assignments: A daily schedule of classes is part of the on-line materials.  Students 

are expected to keep up with the schedule. You may work ahead at 
your own pace and submit assignments early.  The only exceptions 
are the midterm and final exams, which must be taken on the 
scheduled days.  Late assignments, other than the midterm and final 
exams, will be accepted with the reduction of one letter grade. 
Students not completing the 21 quizzes, 3 assignments, a concert 
report, and the Midterm Examination by the end of the ninth week 
of classes will receive zeros for those assignments not submitted. 

 
  
 
  

Assignment  Due Date  

 Assessments (30)                                             At the end of lesson(s)  
 Create Your Own Examples (#1)               02/11/10 

Introductory Concepts (#2)               02/17/10 
 Putting Things Together (#3)               03/03/10 
  Concert Attendance Report (#1)                                            03/10/10 
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  Midterm Examination                                                        03/11-17/10 
 Research Your Favorite Instrument (#4)                 04/07/10  
 Concert Attendance Report (#2)                                            04/21/10 

Concert Attendance Report (#3)                                            05/05/10 
 Final Examination                                                              05/14-20/10 


