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General	  Research	  Guidance	  
	  
As	  you	  research,	  you	  will	  need	  to	  try	  different	  search	  terms	  in	  order	  to	  find	  
the	  sources	  you	  need.	  	  For	  example,	  you	  may	  start	  with	  Poland	  and	  WWII,	  
but	   if	   you	   are	   not	   finding	   enough	   results,	   you	   may	   need	   to	   try	   a	   more	  
general	   search,	   such	   as	   Eastern	   Europe	   and	   WWII,	   or	   a	   more	   specific	  
search,	  such	  as	  Catholics	  and	  Nazis	  WWII.	  Ask	  your	  instructor	  or	  a	  librarian	  
if	  you	  need	  help	  with	  search	  terms.	  
	  
As	  you	   find	   sources,	   keep	  an	   open	   document	   to	   save	   links.	   	   You	  will	   also	  
need	  a	  flash	  drive,	  cloud	  drive,	  or	  access	  to	  your	  email	  to	  save	  documents,	  
images,	  and	  other	  files.	  
	  
Sac	  State	  Library	  Materials:	  
	  

Go	  to	  the	  Sac	  State	  Library	  homepage	  and	  type	  a	  general	  description	  
of	  your	  topic	  into	  the	  OneSearch	  bar.	  
	  

	  
	  
This	   search	   will	   bring	   up	   EBooks,	   books,	   videos,	   and	   reference	  
materials.	  
	  
Note	  that	  some	  sources	  are	  available	  online,	  and	  some	  are	  available	  
in	   the	   library.	   	   Some	   library	   materials	   may	   be	   taken	   out	   on	   loan;	  
others	  must	  be	  viewed	  (and	  photocopied)	  in	  the	  library.	  
	  
Notice	  the	  buttons	  available	  under	  each	  source:	  “View	  it”	  or	  “Get	  it,”	  
“Details,”	  and	  “Virtual	  Browse.”	  
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Consider	   adding	   the	   word	   “encyclopedia”	   to	   your	   search	   (for	  
example	  “Poland	  and	  encyclopedia”).	  Note	  that	  the	  following	  library	  
reference	  books	  may	  be	  useful	   for	  your	  topic.	  You	  can	   find	  them	   in	  
OneSearch.	  
	  

• Multicultural	  America	  
• Culture	  and	  Customs	  
• American	  Immigrant	  Cultures	  
• American	  Eras	  (pre-‐1900)	  
• American	  Decades	  (post-‐1900)	  

Google	  Scholar:	  
	  

Type	  “Google	  Scholar”	  into	  your	  search	  bar.	  
	  
Type	   a	   specific	   description	   of	   your	   topic	   into	   the	   Google	   Scholar	  
search	  bar.	  
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If	  you	  are	  logged	  in	  to	  the	  Sac	  State	  Library	  (on	  campus	  or	  remotely),	  
this	  search	  will	  bring	  up	  sources	  with	  a	  “View	  it	  @	  SacState”	  button	  
to	  the	  right.	  Some	  sources	  are	  also	  available	  online	  as	  a	  PDF.	  
	  

	  
	  
Notice	   the	   buttons	   available	   under	   each	   source:	   “Cited	   by”	   (which	  
tells	   how	   many	   other	   articles	   reference	   this	   one,	   indicating	   its	  
importance),	  “Related	  Articles,”	  “Cite,”	  “Save”	  and	  more.	  If	  an	  article	  
is	  not	  available	  at	  Sac	  State,	  use	   these	  buttons	   to	  cite	  and	  save	   the	  
article.	  	  
	  
Use	  “Related	  Articles”	  to	  find	  similar	  sources.	  
	  
Click	  on	  the	  “View	  it	  @	  SacState”	  button	  to	  see	  if	  an	  article	  you	  are	  
interested	  in	  is	  available	  in	  full-‐text.	  	  If	  so,	  click	  on	  the	  “Full	  Text”	  link.	  
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Notice	  the	  buttons	  to	  the	  right.	  

	  
	  
Click	  on	  the	  “Cite”	  button;	  then	  scroll	  down	  to	  the	  citation	  and	  save	  
it.	  (Note	  that	  there	  may	  be	  minor	  errors	  here	  you	  will	  need	  to	  correct	  
later.)	  
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Lastly,	  click	  the	  “Permalink”	  button.	  
	  

	  
	  
Be	  sure	  to	  save	  the	  permalink;	  otherwise	  you	  may	  not	  be	  able	  to	  find	  
the	  source	  again.	  (Note	  that	  you	  will	  need	  to	  be	  logged	  in	  to	  the	  Sac	  
State	  Library	  in	  order	  to	  access	  this	  link	  in	  the	  future.)	  

	  
Credible	  Websites:	  
	  

Type	  “Advanced	  Google	  Search”	  into	  your	  search	  bar.	  
	  
In	   the	   field	   “all	   these	   words,”	   type	   a	   general	   description	   of	   your	  
topic.	  
	  
In	   the	   field	  “language,”	   type	  “English”	  and	  any	  other	   languages	  you	  
read.	  
	  
In	  the	  field	  “site	  or	  domain,”	  type	  “.edu”	  
	  
Note	  that	  websites	  designed	  for	  K-‐12	  students	  are	  not	  acceptable	  for	  
college	  research	  papers.	  	  Look	  for	  university	  and	  college	  sites.	  
	  
Repeat	   the	   search	   as	   needed,	   trying	   “.gov”	   or	   “.org”	   and/or	  with	  
modified	  search	  terms	  as	  necessary.	  	  	  
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Popular	  Studies:	  
	  

Go	   to	   Google	   and	   type	   in	   the	   kind	   of	   study	   you	   are	   trying	   to	   find.	  
Begin	  the	  search	  terms	  with	  “study	  of.”	  
	  

	  
	  
Click	  on	  an	  article	  that	  interests	  you,	  and	  look	  for	  a	  linked	  “study”	  or	  
“report”	  within	  the	  text	  of	  the	  article.	  Note	  that	  there	  may	  be	  more	  
than	  one,	  so	  look	  carefully.	  
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Often	  that	  link	  will	  take	  you	  directly	  to	  a	  PDF	  you	  can	  download	  and	  
save	   to	   your	   flash	   drive.	   	   Other	   times,	   you	   will	   need	   to	   copy	   the	  
author,	   sponsoring	   organization,	   and/or	   title	   of	   the	   report	   or	   study	  
and	  go	  back	  to	  Google	  Scholar	  to	  track	  it	  down.	  

	  
News	  Articles	  (Current	  Events	  and	  Controversies):	  
	  

Go	  to	  Google	  and	  type	  in	  your	  general	  topic.	  Begin	  the	  search	  terms	  
with	  “news”	  or	  select	  the	  “news”	  category.	  
	  

	  
	  

Films:	  
	  

Go	   to	   the	   Sac	   State	   Library	   homepage	   and	   click	   on	   “Database	   and	  
Article	  Searching.”	  
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Click	  on	  the	  letter	  “F.”	  
	  

Click	  on	  “Films	  on	  Demand.”	  
	  

	  
	  
Type	  a	  general	  description	  of	  your	  topic	  into	  the	  search	  bar.	  

	  
	  
Click	  on	  a	  film	  you	  are	  interested	  in	  exploring.	  
	  
Note	  the	  length	  of	  the	  film,	  the	  “Citation”	  button,	  and	  the	  “Segment	  
URL.”	  
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Save	  the	  citation	  and	  URL	  for	  any	  film	  you	  want	  to	  explore	  later.	  
(Note	  that	  you	  will	  need	  to	  be	  logged	  in	  to	  the	  Sac	  State	  Library	  in	  
order	  to	  access	  this	  link	  in	  the	  future.)	  
	  

Images:	  
Go	   to	   the	   Sac	   State	   Library	   homepage	   and	   click	   on	   “Database	   and	  
Article	  Searching.”	  
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Click	  on	  the	  letter	  “A.”	  
Click	  on	  “AP	  Images.”	  

	  
	  
Type	  a	  general	  description	  of	  your	  topic	  into	  the	  search	  bar.	  If	  you	  
wish,	  you	  can	  specifically	  search	  for	  historical	  images.	  
	  

	  
	  
Click	  on	  the	  images	  you	  want	  to	  save	  and	  download	  them.	  	  
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Your	   instructor	   may	   have	   other	   specific	   databases	   or	   websites	   to	  
recommend	   for	   your	   research.	  For	  example,	  Congressional	  Quarterly	   (CQ	  
Researcher)	   includes	  pro	  and	  con	  arguments	   for	  many	  current	   issues,	  and	  
WestLaw	  archives	  court	  cases.	  
	  

	  


