Workshop Description and Learning Outcomes
There is an increasing number of culturally and linguistically diverse students who are English Learners (ELs) in America’s schools; many of these children come from backgrounds of poverty. Professionals frequently experience challenges with differentiating language differences from language impairments in EL students who are struggling in school. This workshop addresses nonbiased assessment strategies and materials that can be used to differentiate language differences from language impairments in preschool-high school EL students from any linguistic background.
The objectives/learning outcomes of this workshop are as follows. 
Audience members will:
Describe how second language acquisition and bilingualism impact a child’s overall language development; (8:00-9:00)
Explain how typical second language acquisition and bilingualism phenomena can masquerade as symptoms of a language impairment; (9:00-9:45)
BREAK 9:45-10:00
Summarize federal laws and guidelines pertaining to nonbiased assessment of EL students; (10:00-10:30)
Identify potential sources of bias on standardized language and IQ tests that are administered to EL students; (10:30-11:00)
Provide a rationale for the use informal, nonstandardized methods and materials for differentiating between language differences and language impairments in EL students (11:00-12:00)
LUNCH 12-1
Specifically describe the use of informal, nonstandardized methods and materials for differentiating between language differences and language impairments in EL students (continued) (1-2)
BREAK (2-2:15)
List suggestions for working effectively with interpreters; (2:15-2:30)
Apply information discussed in the workshop to actual case studies (2:30-3:15)
