Service Delivery to At-Risk Students Experiencing Poverty: Practical Strategies for Assessment and Intervention
The increasing numbers of American children today who experience poverty and homelessness make it imperative that school personnel meet their unique needs. Many times, these students display decreased language skills and are at risk for academic failure. They may have potential or actual language impairments. This seminar focuses on practical assessment and intervention strategies for increasing the oral and literate language skills of these students. Connecting intervention with the English Language Arts standards of the general education curriculum is emphasized. Suggestions for trauma-informed intervention strategies are incorporated.
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
At the conclusion of this activity, participants will:

1. List general factors that impact the linguistic and academic achievement of students in poverty and homelessness 8:30-9:00
2. Explain the effects of poverty on low-income and homeless students’ oral and literate language development 9:00-9:45
3. Compare and contrast situational and generational poverty 9:45-10:15
Break 10:15-10:30
4. Summarize best practices for assessment to distinguish a language difference based on environmental factors from a language impairment 10:30-10:45
 4. Describe specific practical strategies for increasing the oral language skills of students in poverty and conditions of homelessness 10:30-12:00
12-1 Lunch
5. Discuss specific practical strategies for increasing the written language skills of students in poverty and homelessness, especially in terms of increasing their ability to meet Common Core State Standards 1-2
6. Define the term “executive functioning.” 2:00-2:15
2:15-2:30 Break

7. Describe possible executive functioning deficits in students in poverty and homelessness and summarize strategies for remediation of these deficits 2:30-3:30
