RULES FOR COUNTING MORPHEMES

Count as one morpheme:

Catenatives (hafta, gonna, wanta)

Reduplicated words (baba/bottle], choo-choo)

Diminutives (horsie, dolly)

Irregular past tense forms (went, rode, ate)

Irregular plural forms (mice)

Plurals which do not occur in the singular form (pants, slacks, clothes)

Recurrences of a word for emphasis (no! no! no!)

Compound words (railroad, birthday)
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Count as 2 morphemes

Possessive nouns (Tom's, Mommy's)

Plural nouns (leaves, chairs)

Third person singular, present tense verbs (writes, eats, runs)

Regular past tense verbs (walked, typed, chopped)

Present progressive verbs (running, eating, listening)

Adverb endings (kindly, quickly)

Comparative and superlative endings (bigger, faster, smallest, tallest)

Contractions such as can’t, don’t, isn’t, it’s, that’s, he’s, I’m

Words such as dancer, teacher, painter
Words such as dirty, scary, mushy

Words such as broken, sharpen
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Omit:

Direct imitations of the examiner

Repetitions

Partial utterances which are interrupted ("That's my--oops.")

Rote utterances (e.g., parts of memorized nursery rhymes)

False starts and reformulations ("I have, I have a toy here)

Fillers such as um, you know, oh
Examples:
1. I am going to take my clothes to the cleaner's.  (13)
2. We, uh, you know, ran in the park yesterday. (6)
3. I sang "Mary had a little lamb" with my friends, um, yesterday. (7)
4. I hafta give my dolly a bottle of milk because she's, she's hungry. (14)
5. His pants were dirty and had holes in them so he hadta take them off. (17)
Glossing 

Glossing involves inserting forms or words that the child did not say but should have said.  When we gloss, we put the correct form or word where the child did not.  In the analysis of the language sample later, we look for patterns of errors. These then become targets for therapy.
Grandma Dorothy go home airplane Indiana tomorrow. (7)

Wanna see Aunt Crystal, Grandpa, Daddy. (6)

The cat bigger the doggy because he small. (9)

Mommy, no brush hair! (4)

Bunny look funny wear Mommy necklace on her neck. (10)

Mark want take warm bath (5).

LANGUAGE SAMPLE ASSIGNMENT

Mark a slash above each morpheme.  Put the number of morphemes in parentheses at the end of each sentence.  Gloss the sample.  

1.  My mommy, my mommy bought me some new clothes yesterday.

2.  We had fun, you know, going the store.

3.  I tried on clothes--pants, dresses, and even shoes!

4.  Um, you know, pink my very best color.

5. My favorite toy is Pinky--she has, she has a cute dress she 
wear.

6.  I can sing a pig song for you! 

7.  Did you like my song about the piggy?

8.  Oh, you know, we also went picked up Daddy's clothes at the 
cleaner's.

9.  We were, we were, we were gonna surprise Daddy by bringing 
them him  last night.

10.  Daddy cooked stew, vegetables, we had cake later too.

